
SPACE FICTION ADVEftTURE IN PICTURES No. 16^ 


» • 


• • k 


• J ^ 


ft-TTLEW 





As the 23rd Century 
progressed, the Earth 
Federation fought three 
major wars, against the 
Bargez, Asur and Shahot. 
Unknown to Earth, a fourth 
nation, the power hungry 
Choth horn a far off system 
waited patiently to step in 
once the foctions had 
exhausted themselves. 

With Earth forceps thin, there 
was nothing to stop the 
Choth except maybe the 
reluc:tant heroes of The 
Suicide Squad—better 
knoivn as a death squad. 
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FAR OUT IN SPACE, JUST BEHIND 
THE FRONT LINE. AN EARTH 
COLONY, ALPHA MERCURY, WAS 
THE FIRST PLANET TO FEEL THE 
MURDEROUS HAND OF THE CHOTH 


EARTH TERMINAL? , . . WE ARE 
UNDER AHACK. WE NEED HELP 









BACK ON EARTH, THE PlEA WAS HEARD. 
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WE MUST HElP. IF ONLY TO BUY TIME I irS 
NOT GOING TO BE EASY TO STOP THE 
CHOTH. WE COULDN'T ASSEMSlE A TASK 
FORCE QUICK ENOUGH TO HOLD THEM UP! 
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NO . . . BUT WE COULD SEND 
^MARTIN AND HIS SQUAD. 
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YOUft LiniE PETS — THOSE 
SUICIDE MANIACS, MARTIN. 

HENRY AND GEE . . ? 
MMM . . . NOT A BAD IDEA. 
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THE ORDER WAS ISSUED, AND THE TRIO WERE TOLD TO REPORT IMMEDIATELY^ 
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WHERE'S GEE? 
LATE AGAIN' 
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(not EXACTLY! HE MANAGED TO 
^ GET SOME LEAVE HE'S C 
SPENDiNG IT ON ALPHA MERCUPY 


EO TO J 
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WE RE HAIFWAYTO MERC AND 
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YOU STILL CANT RAISE THEM? 'V 
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NOT THIS RADIO SILENCE ISA BAD SIGN 
rr I'M GONG TO LOOK AT OUR NEW 

vamw WEAPONS. 
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HBNRy HAD USED A REPRODUCTOR. A HOIOGRAPHIC DEVICE USED TO CONFUSE THE \ 
CHOTH BY PROOUCiNO MULTIPLE lAAAGES OF THEIR FRIGATE- 










THOSE CHOTH WJLl PROBABLY FIRE AT THE 
WRONG SHIP, WHILE I AM COOKING THEM. 
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MY FIRST LEAVE IN YEARS 
ANOYOO rsVOTURN UP! 


CHARMING! NO DOUBT YOU GOT THE 
ORDERS TO ASSIST IN THE HARASSMENT OP 
THE ENEMY! 
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A BIT ACADEMIC NOW SEEING 
AS MERC HAS NOBODY LEFT TO ASSIST. 
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GOOD! LET'S GO 
SOMEWHERE OUlET. 
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THE CHOTH SPACEFORCE COULD WIPE 

^ USOUT EASILY —WHY AREN'T THEY ' 

• — / ATTACKING? 1-TT^ 
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\ VflSH WE COULD — EXCEPT WE'D BE 
DESERTERS. ANYWAY. THERE'S A CHOTH > 
FLEET CUTTING OFF OUR EXIT ROUTE./"^ 


THEY'RE GOING TO FORCE US TOWARD^ 
THE CHOTH EMPIRE. THEY WANT US 
ALIVE FOR SOME REASON. JT^ 
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fAST CHOTH FrnUTS MADF $M?F TH/ 

THE $TARSTR£AKER COULDN'T BREAK 
FOR FREE SPACE. 


GEE —PUT H£ft DOWN 
: ON THAT ASTEROID, i 
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WE COULD MAKE A RUN FOR IT BACK TO 


EARTH, BUT t WANT TO KNOW WHY THEY 
DIDN'T JUST KILL US. HEAD FOftCHOTH. 


YOU’RE CRAZY! WHY NOT ACCEPT THEY 
OONT WANT TO KILL US AND BEAT tJ. 
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8 UT STFVE CONVINCE D GE £ THAT THE Y HAD TO CONT IN U E. 
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OKAY. STEVE ... I DON'T 
tIKB IT. BUT I REALISE THAT 
AS ION GAS THIS WAR 
CONTINUES WE'Ll BE SENT 
INTO SITUATIONS LIKE 
THIS . , SUICIDE. lAAVBE, 
JUST MAYBE. WE CAN 
FINISH THIS WAR ONCE AND 
FOR ALL. 
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u.'.rNG A CAREFULLY PLOTTED ROUTE THEY ARRIVED UNSEEN JUST OUTSIDE SCAN RANGE, , f . 
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OKAY —NOW WE'RI HERE. 
MOW DO we GET DOWN UNSEEN. 
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WE CAN'T! BUTO.OOUTRONSOF 
LIGKTSFESD WILL MAKE US TOO FAST FOR 
PROPER SCANNER IDENTIFICATON! 

















NOT THE BEST OF PlACeS TO LAND, BUT 
(I LL DO Gfcl INTO rH6 LIPBBOAI. CHAPS. 







YOU DON'T SAYI CONCENTRATE ON 
vv GETTING DOWN, STEVE, 


BUT STEVE COULDN'T CONTROL THE ANGLE Of DESCENT 


I'M GOING INTO 
W THAT LAKE! 1 
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THE CHOTK WILL BE HERE IN FORCE . 
SOON. WEVEGOT FIVE MINUTES TO 
DREAM UP A DEFENCE. l ^ 
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WITH THIS lOT . . - THE AV^SSMOVER'S 
' TOO TEMPERAMENTAL- I THINK WE 
■ SHOULD RESIGN. 
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Wtf FiAVC ssxstairtcd Coo mon|r 
iisuAities ~ I'll fake no more 
rfiances. We mi£sl force them 
info ihe open. 
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TWEIft TRANSLATOR PACKS MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY POSSIBLE— 
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ICAN ORDER THEM ABOUT. STEVE! THEIR 
NERVOUS SYSTEMS ARE SO SCRAMBLED. 
TKEYGOALONO WITH ANY SUGGESTION. 
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HENRY ORDERED HIM TO TAKE THEM TO THE SPACEPORT 
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^ TELL THE STAfP HERE WE ARE 
COMAVLNDEERING THE SHIPS. 
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THfY'RE Smi OBEYING ME . . 
BUT FOR HOW MUCH LONGERl 
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THE HEATOF BATTLE HAO RBDLiCED THE TRIO'S VIGILANCE, AND THE CKOTH COLONEL HAD 
5LOV/LY RECOVERED PROM THE EFFECTS OF THE CRYOTA8LET 
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GEE FUSED THE OOORLOCK WITH A LOW-ENERGY 
8EAM, AND THE BAHlE FOR THE FUGHTDECK 6EGAN. 
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>rE'»e5Af£ HCREJU5TNOW 
^ BUT NO DOUBT THE OTHERS 
^ Will TRY TO OET IN. 
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COME ON THEN. CmOTH! YOU'LL GET 
SOME STRONG MEDICINE WHEN YOU 
MELTDOWN THAT DOORi 












THeN A CHOTH TROOPER MADE A BIG 
MISTAKE, KE THREW A SONIC GRENAPB. 


STEVE HAD SET UP A LATTICE WORK OF LASER POPE TO PREVENT ANYTHING COMING THROUGH 
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SPOT QN! LOCK THE I 
TRACTOR 86AM ON THAT SHIP 


WE RE LOSING 
HEIGHT RAPIDLY 


THE TRACTOR BEAM PULLED THEM DOWN 














liilY ACC6LERATCD AWAY ?ftOM THE TRACTION HELD. WITH THE BEAM STIU PULUNO THEM 
COWN WARDS. 


PRIMAJ W£ ARE ClEAftl AND 
THERE GOES THE CHOTH SHIP 
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THE UFBBOAT WAS POWERED ONLY FOR A FAST DESCENT ANC PLANETARY 
lANDINC. THIS BROUGHT THEM CLOSE TO A MIGHTY POWER STATION, WHICH 
SUPPLIED ALL FORMS Of ENERGY TO THE ENTIRE PLANET. 
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THEY HAO A BUMPY BUT SAFE lANOING— 


WE CAht'T BE MORE THAN A FEW 
MILES FROM THAT VAST POWER COMPLEX 
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BEFORE THEY COULD GATHER THEIR 
WITS, CMOTH FIGHTERS CLOSED IN. 
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IT WILL BE WELL GUARDED. AND ANY 
MOM £N T NOW TH EY Wl LL BE UPON U 5. 
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AH, WELL, THIS LOOKS LIKE THE 
END. WEVE ONLY HAND WEAPONS LEFT, 
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CHOTH CRAFT SWEPT IN AS HENRY AND 
MARTIN DROPREOTOTHE SEA. 


DIE YOU 
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FAR BClOW AURTIN AND HENRY CLUNG TO DRIFTWOOD 


J LOOKS LIKE WE'RE HEADING « 
TOWARDS A DAM OF SOME SORT 








THE COMPLEX. GEE WAS PATCHFD UP 
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I AM KROT, CHlfcF OF SECURITY 
FORCES, ANO YOU, MISERABLE 
TERRAN. ARE GOING TO TEIL MB 
VARIOUS THIMGS. 
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FINE ... IN 2204, THE INTERWQRID 
CUP WAS WON BY SCOTIANO. WHO 
BEAT GAIOENN IN THE FINAL. 
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LORD KROT, WE WILL NOT GET A QUICK 
AN5V/ER. HE PASSES OUT TOO OREN 
BEFORE HE WILL SPEAK. W£ MUST WAIT 
FOR THE DRUGS TO WORK, rr— 
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THE SCOTLAND TEAM WAS CRAB6. 
HAXTON.MCDONAOH. VAN 
NEDERLAND . . . AAAAHi 
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HEAVY WATER! THE CH07H MUST USE IT 
IN THEIR NUCLEAR REACTORS. WE’RE ▼ 
CONTAMINATED. 


NO TIME TO BROOD — LET'S 
BLOW THIS PLACE TO BITS. 
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MARTIN DtALT WITH THE CHOrH TeCHNIOAN. ^ 
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THIS SUIT Will FIT ME — l£T'S FIND YOU 
ONE, HENRY. I KNOW irS A BIT LATE FOR 
PROTECTION. BUT AS LEAST THEril 
OlSGUISeUS. 1 
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WITH, BOTH OF THEM. 
F A R T'j A L L Y'l 
I 0IS0UIS60. THEY^I 
I SET OUT TO-I 
SABOTAGE THE- 


^ PLANT-^' 

Si«g\ j 


/-«i. \\r-^ 


NOW. AIL WEVE GOT TO DO IS FIGURE 
OUT A WAY OF DESTROYING THIS PLACE. 
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THEY HAD STUWfiLED ACROSS THE HA IF-DEAD 
GEE, WHO WAS QUICKLY HELPED. 


THANKS TO GEE'S ALA^OST 
INCOHERENT MUMBLINGS THEY 
FOUNDASHUmE. 
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THE SHUTTLE BLASTED OUT AND INTO 
EC 
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MtNRY PRESSED ENOUGH CORRECT BUTTONS TO GET THE CRAFT CtEAR QUICKLY ENOUGH— 
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GEE HASN'T GOT LONG . . , Wfi'Ll 
HAVE TO GET TOMEOCENTRE 4077. 
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WE'RE HIT. REAR 
SHIELD ON 50% POWER 
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WE CAN TRANSFER DRIVE POWER TO THE 
SHIELDS AND TRY TO SlT IT OUT! MEANTIME , 
»> GEE SNUFFS IT. WE TRANSFER SHIELD 
POWER TO DRIVE AND HOPE WE REACH 
4077 IN TIME. ACriVATEI flr 





USING A COMPLICATED SYSTEM OF WaRP ROUTES AND TIME CROSSROADS HENRY 
REACHED THE MEOCENTRE iN TWELVE HOURS REAL TIME— 



HERE WE ARE—YOU'D SEHER CALL UP 
URGENT HELP FOR GEE. . . AND MENTION 
THAT WE'RE CONTAMINATED. 












MEDICAL ATTENTION WAS RAPID AND EFFECTIVE— 




LEVELS ARE NOW BELOW DANGER 
AVLRK. . . TAKE THEM TO POST-OP . . 
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WHILE GEE WAS UNDER TREATMENT, HENRY AND 
MARTIN MADE DETAILED REPORTS. 
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iMARTlN HAD NOTICED VERY CLOSE OBSERVATION, BUT AS GEE WAS ILL, AND THEY 
WERE CONTAMINATED, HE THOUGHT NOTHING Of IT 




FEELING BETTER, I TRUST . . . 
GOOD. GOOD. ARREST THEM! 
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you LEFT YOUR POSTS - . . VOUll BC 
TRieDASOESBRTtPS, WHArS WORSE 
GEE'S URGENCY TO TEIL ACL HE KNEW 
HAS SERIOUSLY WEAKENED OUR 
POSITION. YOU'RE ALL CONDEMNED 
8 Y YO U R OWN RE PORTS J —^ 




YOU PIECE OP GARBAGE! I'D LIKE TO SEE HOW 
MUCH YOU SAID WITH A BELLYFUL OF M-90. AND 
AS FOR BEING DESERTERS—WE WENT TO CHOTH 
ON OUR OWN INITIATIVE, BUT I DON'T SUPPOSE 
COUNTS FOR ANYTHING. 


WITH INDECENT HASTE THE TRIO WERE TRIED, FOUND GUILTY AND DULY SENTENCED. LESS 
THAN 12 HOURS AFTER COMING OUT OF THE MEDBLOCK THEY WERE IN THE EXECUTION CELL, 


FUNNY. ISN'T JTI THEY SPEND ALL THAT TIME 
WITH FANCY TECHNOLOGY BRINGING US BACK 
' FROM THE EDGE OF DEATH. . . NOW THEY'RE 
^ GOING TO KILL US! i- 





YE PUT WAS GOOD OF THEM TO ALLOW 
US A liniE TIME TO PREPARE OUT 
DEFENCE. . , TWO HOURS!! 


LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. . . WE 
WONT BE POSTED TO WAR ZONES 
-' ANYMORE. 
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SORRY ABOUT THIS' 


THERE IS TO BE NO APPEAL. SO ALL THAT 
REMAINS IS FOR ME TO SAY GOODBYE! 


GETNUKEDI 


SHAKE. MARTINI 
THAT'S AN ORDER 
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GOODBYE. UEUTENANT. 
GOODBYE HENRY AND GEE. 
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THAT WAS GOOD OF HIM TO 
ri COME AND SAY GOODBYE 
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AS THE COMMANDER SHOCK HANDS WITH MARTIN HE HAD PASSED OVER A TEMPORAL 
WARPER—A DEVICE THAT DISTORTED TIME FOR A FEW SECONDS THUS RENDERtNG SOLID 
OBJECTS PASSABLE FOR A BRIEF TIME. 
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HE WANTS US 
TO ESCAPE. . . WHY? 




STE V£ AC Tl VATEO THE f EM POR A L WAR PER 
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YOU'R€ FUUOF 
r SURPRISES. 1 


THE COMMANDER'S COMBAT CRAfT 
HURTLED INTO THE VACUUM OF 
SPACE UNDER A SENSOR SHROUD 


RIGHT. SIR. . . I THINK YOU OWE 
m US A PEW EXPLANATIONS. MtSt 


YES. I CERTAINLY DO 
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THERE ARE TWO REASONS. I AM CONVINCED THAT NEGOTIATIONS Will BRING 
PEACE, rr LOOKED AS IF \ MIGHT WIN UNTIL MY BIHEREST OPPONENT TWISTED 
^ YOUR REPORTS TO CONVINCE OTHERS THAT «Y JUDGEMENT COULDN'T BE < 
TRUSTED, AND HAVE ME REMOVED. WITH ME OUT OF THE WAY. HE IS FREE TO 
feHGiSSroaD^ WAQE WAR. AND GAIN IMMENSE POWER. 


YOU SAID THERE WERE TWO REASONS 
—WHAT'S THE OTHER? W 


YO U WER E A F RIE ND OF BELLO’S. AN DI KN E W HOW MUCH HIS D EAT H 
AFFECTED YOU AFTER THE 5HABOT WAR! IT AFFECTED ME TOO. . . HE 
—7 WAS MY SON 11COU LO NOT L ET MY SON'S COMRADE S Dl E.' r 


NEVER MIND THE CHIT-CHAT . . . HERE 
- T COME THE CHOTH. r—«iiB 


ggg OUTPUT N 


DON'T WASTE TOO MUCH TIME FIGHTING 
THESE CRAFT. MISTER HENRY—THERE 1$ 
Mr OTHER WORK TO BE DONE 
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HeNRY LOOSED OFF ONE PHOTON BURST BEFORE OJVINO THROUGH 
CHOTK'S ATMOSPHERE 
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THATIL OO—GET DOWN 
TO THE SURFACE. 
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SWITCH INTO AUTO. . NO 
RESPONSE FROM CREW. 
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^ STILL INSUBORDINATE, 
MARTIN—WE’RE GOING TO 
DESTROY THAT NUKE BASE YOU 
WERE IN. 
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WHAT GOOD WILL THAT 00? A LOT OF 
THEIR INVASION PLEET IS ON ALPHA 1 
-MERCURY. 








TO PREVENT AHACK FROM THE AIR THE COMMANDER FLEW LOW OVER THE CHOTH CITY ALL 
THEY HAD TO CONTEND WITH WAS THE MURDEROUS HAIL OF LASER PLASMA. 
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TRUE. BUT THEY HAVEN'T ATTACKED. BECAUSE THEY 
CANT! THEY ARE LOW ON FUEL POOS. AND THIS IS THE 
CHOTH'S ONLY SOURCE OF REPLACEMENT FUEL. THAT'S 
*7 WKYYOU WERE CHASED BACK TOCHOTfl. . . TO 
( REVEAL THE LOCATION OF FUEL DUMPS—WHICH / 

> HENRY DID UNDER PRESSURE THAT WOULD HAVE A 
[ KlUED ANYBODY ElSE. HOWEVER, THEY NEED THEIR . 

> -r OWN FUELTOGETTHE TANKERS THERE! 
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SO WE DESTROY THEIR FUEL AND THEY CANT GET TO 

OURS . . . 
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lOKM. . . CIOSINO. 
GROUND STRIKE 


PROTON FLARES ARMED. SET FOR 
. U SECONDS TO DROP , . r* 
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.S MISSION 
f' COMPtETE. . . THE 1 
>- CHOTHCANT ^ 

ADVANCE. WE IL &UILO 
, UP STRENGTH AND 
f DRtVE THEM BACK, j: 


WHAT OD YOU MEAN "WE"? 
’ WE'RE AtL DESERTERS, AND 
YOU'VE AIDED AND ABETTED 
OUR ESCAPE—IF "WE ' GO 
BACK, irS THE HRING SQUAD 


rOU ARC, OF COURSE, RIGHT, MR 
MARTIN. WE LL HEAD FOR THE MARE 
5-^ PACIFICUM . . . 









66 



r YOU WERE RIGHT All AlONG. STEVEN MARTIN^WAR (S STUPID 
AND f UTILE. A MAN CAN ONLY IGNORE HIS CONSCIENCE FOR SO 
LONG. ALAS IT TOOK THE DEATH OF MY SON TO MAKE ME 
^IX REALISE THAT I COULD NO LONGER IGNORE IT, AND SEND 
r PEOPLE TO THEIR DEATHS. PERHAPS SOMEDAY WE CAN GO BACK 
TO A WORLD WITH NO WAR, NO GREED AND NOBODY SEEKING 
TO PROGRESS AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS. BUT FOR NOW NVEXL 
SIT ON THIS ISLAND PARADISE, FREE FROM KILUNG AND THE PAIN 
OF DEATH. . . UNTIL WAR CATCHES UP WITH US. 


and PwWishod In Great Briton by D, C. THOMSON ACO^ LTD.. 
185 Fl«l Street, loodon EC4A 2HS.© 0. C. THOMSON SCO., LTD., 1984. 













DON'T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
OTHER ^cr/oA/-/^cH£o 
ADVENTURE 



Do you have a favourite story or character? Perhaps you'd like to 
drop a line to Starblazer's head droid telling him why you liked, or 
disliked a story. Fill in the coupon below, or copy it out on a piece of 
paper and send It toi STARBLAZER, 0. C. THOMSON AND CO. 
LTD., 18B FLEET ST., LONDON EC4A 2HS. 

NAME .AGE . 

FAVOURITE STORY . 

FAVOURITE CHARACTER . 

COMMENTS. 
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GUIDE TO THE SPACEMEN 


Hungarian Air Farce Lieutanant 
Colanal Bertalan Farkas was 
launched in Seyoz 36 on May 26, 
19S0. His mission lasted 7 days 20 
hrs. 46 mins, He was one of a series 
of "forelen'' suacemen launched in 
USSR space vehicles. 


























